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S
bHinated in the

Southwest France, near the

heart of

Pyrenees and not far from the
Atlantic Ocean, the Gers is
one of those special places
where many people dream of
liwing, as you will see from
our photo report page 28
Those who settle in this very
pleasant department often fall
inn love with the traditional
stone farmhouses that dot the
large open field: and genty
rolling hills.
the Gers in a quest for the

People come to

“real France™ and often ea-
connter leisure and relaxation.

The Gess Chamber of Com-
merce has recently created =
particulady
dynamic

interesting  and
mutiatve  designed
especially to help new foreign,
self-employed entreprenenrs
in the Gers Department to
start thewr business through
the use of information and
commuanications  technology.

The project i3 also geared to-

SOHO SOLO : A Unique Project
tor Expats 1n The Gers

ward helping the English to
feel most welcome in the de-

partment.
What does S0OHO S0LO
meanr As Franck Cazalas,

coocdinator of the project,
explains, “Scho” stands for
“Small Office Home Office™,
covernng & wide category of
people

agents, e-

self-employed
(inchading  free
lancers,
other

telecomumuters, or
independent profes-
sionals) who wosk at least
partially from home - or
somewhere else. An example
15 the woman pictured on the
cover of this issue of Frewmdh
~Aeeew#, 4 DBritish expatriate
who Lves in the small village
of Aignan, in the Gers, and
who took advantage of the
And the Eanglish

who bve in Loadon wll also

project.

appreciate the sllnsion to the
Soho part of London...

“Solo™, of course, refers to
self-emploved people of all
nationalities.  Thus, SOHO
SOLO self-

to

appeals

employed  people
who can work from
home in the coun-

try.
The concept

Opting for a better
quality of life and
greater  independ-
efiCe, An INCIEASiNg
mumber of people
are choosing  to
move to and work
in the countryside...
Thanks

technology,

to modermn
thesze
individual entrepre- [0S0
nenrs zre able to
work partizlly from
their homes. They
are SOHO S0LO

workers.

S0OHDO S0LOC was a Eugo-
pean project co-financed wntil
2006 by INTERREG IIIB
‘Atlantic Area’ whose main
chjectrre was to attract new
working population to rmral
areas using information and
communications  technologies

It is g whole deparfmrent which mobilizer fo welcome SOHO SOLO enfreprenesnss.
Tbe villape of Beawnearchis started by mstalling ADISL o fhe wibole comenrsnify.
& 1.4 Beawmarchés/ CEEI Gers Gascagme

vy s B LRMTE =
The welcomre commrittes of the vallage
of ~Aipnan.

& Frawsk Cagalar

I ma R

it

in their work Bonging with
them new skills and technolo-
gies, the SOHO S0OLO work-
ers contribute to the wealth
of the local economy and
help to rewitalize mursl areas.

With the support of the Gen-
eral Council of the Depart-
ment of Gers and the MMlids-
Pyrenees
the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and the CEEI
(Enropean Busines: and In-
Centre] of Gers
have been directing the pro-
ject to encourage this new

Regional Council,

novation

generation of eatreprenenis
who run ther businesszes in-
dependently from their cus-
tomers’ locations to settle in
the countryside, and facilitate
their integration through sup-
poct services.

The services provided
All British and other foreign-

ers workiag in “solo” and
who are already established in
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SOHO SOLO (cont'd)

the Gers and would lke to
promote their actrvity, or whe
ae planaing to settle in the
Gers and become a2 SOHO
SOLO worker, can benefit
from any or all of the follow-
iNg services:

-An expegenced team to as-
sist thewr start-up or help de-
velop their business: consult-
ing, mentopmng and informa-
ton services.

-Welcome
mosge than thity wvillages to
facilitate their selocation and

commuittees” in

integration in the Gers, where
they can find information on

available sccommodation and

loczal services.

-Access to the SOHO S0OLO
intranet: mose than 185 peo-
ple are registered in its net-
work (www.soho-gers net).

-The SOHO SOLO Passport,
promiding easy accesz to a
secvice netwok.

-Free access to § teleceatres
and theur facilities
puters, broadband, telephone,

{com-

fax, photocopier) — the tele-
centres can also be used as
mesting rooms.

-Free inclusion in the SOHO
S0OLO online directory tar-

geted =zt local and nztional
businesses.

-Participation in  regular
SOHO 50L0O meetings (Club
SOHO S0LO)

newsletters.

and regular

“Welcome to Gascony,
yvour new working space!™

If you are interested in relocat-
g to the countryside, in find-
g a better way to work and a

better quality of life, far from
urban stress, don’t hesitate to
contact the 30HO 3S0LO
team! The Gers seally wants
to help :ndividual entrepre-
neunrs i their businesses and
This iz aot al-

wavs the case everrwhere in

in their lives.

France, as some of our zead-
ers konow. MNo doubt that the
Gers

“hravo™!

deserves a specisl

.5

Contact: Franck Cazalas

More information at www.soho-solo-gers.com

Gers Chamber of Commerce:
contact{llsoho-solo-gers.com

Tel: 05 62 60 16 12 or give us a toll-free call an
0300 000 132 — and you will be able to talk in English!

“Brocanthe’: a belle histoire of integmti{:}n

“TWhat do we like herer Ewe-
rything! The beantiful coun-
tryside, the trees, the good
food, the fact that lLife 15 still
not too expensive.” Nancy
Kmyrer, 3 Dutch mother of
siz, decided several years ago
to settle in Aignan, Gers. She
her
there, a Dutchman too, Inge
In’t Hout; “It was love at first

met second hushand

sight™ she says. Three years
ago they opened “Brocawthe —
L belle busioerd”™, a coffee and
tea shop where they also sell
antique chjects and fnoutoce,
like in any other brocawfe shop.
All the teas, coffees and frnit
jrices that MNancy znd Inge
serve to their wisitors are oc-
ganic, and/or imported from
“Yom

find any slechol or

fair trade producers.
won't
Coca-Colz here!”, says MNaney.
“And more and more French

oustomers are coming, and

they like the idea of
donking tea instead of
wine,” while admiring the
of

used and anthentic items

very nuce selection
on display in the little
shop.

The family lives in an old
house in the countryside,
“surrounded by  hogses
and winevards”, and they
grow theisr own organic
friit and vegetables.

As  this
shop (the first one wwas

is her seccad

only a Frocanse), Nancy is

very much aware of all the
necessary formalities reguired
to open a business in France,
and zfter 20 vears in the
countey, she speaks excellent
French. But she knows how
difficalt it = to start one's
own business i1 France, and

Brocanihe — La belle hisroire, Place du Colonel Parisot,
32290 Aignan. Tel : 05 62 08 15 26.
brocanthe bellehistowe(@ orange fr

MNangy and Inge gpened #he shep Hhree years apo.

has been helping out a bt
with the 3OHO 30L0O pro-
ject, as she thinks the ides of
“helping expatdiates to work
from home™ iz excelleat. It
offers them “the

settle down away from big

chance to
cities.”™

She notice: than moze and
more English and Dutch peo-
ple are coming to the Gers,
and “more and more young

people,” which is enconraging
for the future of the region.

If you should happen to
travel through the Gers, don't
hesitate to stop byl
and Inge are most welcoming,

Nancy

and the guiet sand warm at-
mosphere of the shop in itself
is an inwitation to wisit it
And thewr example iz a2 falle
birfoire of integration.

1.5



